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((jjajiBis) Fielcf 

5 Minutes With: Gary Bennett 


BACKUP CATCHER Gary Bennett 
signed with the Washington 
Nationals in the offseason after 
playing one year in Milwaukee. 
In 12 years, Bennett has played on 
seven big league teams. 

When you go to the mound during 
an inning, do you ever say anything 
funny like you see in the movies? 

Yeah, but it can’t be printed. 
Sometimes you go out there to 
kind of lighten the load if a guy is 
really pressing out there. Or other 
times, if you know the guy really 
well, you give him a hard time about 
how far a ball has been hit or just 
joking that way. But for the most 
part, it has to do with each pitch- 
er’s personality. 


That’s a good question. Well, 
since home runs happen less fre- 
quently for me. I’d say hitting a 
home run. It’s probably the best 
feeling in baseball. But throwing 
someone out is pretty good too. 

What’s your favorite off-day activity? 

It used to be golf, but now it’s 
changing diapers. I have three kids 
under 4. It takes away from a lot of 
off-day activities. 

Who’s a player in another sport 
that you admire? 

Growing up it was Walter 
Payton. I grew up just north of 
Chicago. If one can have an idol, he 
was probably it. I loved him grow- 
ing up and I still have five or six of 



What’s a better feeling, hitting a 
home run or gunning someone out 
trying to steal? 
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“When [catch- 
ers are] doing their 
best job, they’re 
really not noticed.” 


his highlight tapes. If I don’t have 
anything to do, I’lljust throw them 
in and start watching them. 

What’s your favorite junk food? 

Snickers. I try not to eat them 
too much, but I eat them more than 
I should. 

Does it drive you nuts if a pitcher 
shakes you off? 

No, ultimately it’s their decision. 

What’s one thing that most fans 
don’t notice about being a catcher? 

When [catchers are] doing their 
best job, they’re really not noticed — 
unless you’re throwing someone out. 
The calling of a game, setting hitters 
up, commutation with the pitcher, 
that’s a lot of stuff that happens that 
most people don’t see. gary karton 
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<Roster*)_ 


Washington Nationals | active roster 



19 Ryan Church 


BA HR RBI OBP 


4 20 .359 



\ 7 Brad Wilkerson 

f BA 

HR 

RBI OBP 

y .281 

3 

20 .359 




15 Cristian Guzman 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.193 I 8 .232 



2 Jamey Carroll 


BA HR RBI OBP 


.240 0 


.312 



9 Vinny Castilla 


24 Nick Johnson 


CD 

> 

HR 

RBI 

OBP 

1 i -V* 1 

1 BA HR 

RBI 

OBP 

/ .281 

4 

30 

.355 

Y \ ^ / 

/ .333 7 

33 

.448 


BENCH 


BA HR RBI OBP 


Carln.«! Baerga, INF 

.243 

0 

6 

.317 

KjlGary Bennett, c 

.266 

1 

13 

.300 

Kj&^ny Blanco, util 

.273 

1 

7 

.294 

Qjl Marlon Byrd, of 

.318 

0 

9 

.392 

Wil Cordero, if 

.000 

0 

0 

.000 



23 Brian Schneider I 


BA HR RBI OBpj^^ 
.229 2 12 .300 


(lyianager Frank Robinson 
[Tb Coach Don Buford 
Hitting Coach TomMcCraw 


Bench Coach Eddie Rodriguez 
PitchingCoach RandySt. Claire 
3B Coach DaveHuppert 


OUTSIDE THE LINES 

The Nationals continue to tweak their 
lineup as a result of injuries: 

Because Brad Wilkerson is nursing 
a sore right hand, Marlon Byrd has 
been seeing more action. 

All-Star second baseman Jose 
Vidro isn’t expected to come off the 
disabled list until afterthe All-Star 
break. He’s been out since May 9 with 
atom ligamentin hisankle. 

Luis Ayala’s 32 appearances are the 
second highesttotal in the NL. 


Starting Pitchy 


61 1 Livan 
Hernandez 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
9-2 3.45 56 1.38 



Esteban 

Loaizal2l 

W-L ERA K WHIP 


i^vidL 

1-4 

3.56 

61 

1.29 

361 Tony 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Armas 

1-3 

5.58 

10 

1.43 

Tomo 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Ohkal34 

4-3 

3.33 

17 

1.31 

22lJohn 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Patterson 

2-1 

2.70 

45 

1.20 


The Bullnen 


32 1 Chad 
Cordero 

W-L ERA K WHIP , - 
2-1 1.29 27 1.07 




56 1 Luis Ayala 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



5-3 2.65 

16 

1.12 

Sunny 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Kim 131 

1-0 0.00 

4 

1.15 

47IC.J. 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Nitkowsi 

0-0 8.10 

2 

1.50 

381 Gary 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Majewski 

1-0 2.13 

II 

1.22 

481 Hector w-l era 

K 

WHIP 

Carrasco 

2-1 3.68 

9 

1.23 



With 15 saves this season, second-year clos- 
er Chad Cordero me be among the All Stars. 



) Stars Shine Bright for Nats 


Last year, the Montreal 
Expos had Just one All- 
Star. Livan Hernandez, 
the lone representative, 
sat in the bullpen » 

withoutany of his teammates and didn’t throw a 
single pitch duringthegame. 

Atthetime, he sported an un-AII-Star-like 
6-8 record. But he was there to ensure that the 
Expos had an All-Star. 

Who knows? Maybethis year will be exactly the 
same, except he’s more deserving of the honor. 
Hernandez has an ERA of 3.45and haseightwins. 


one less than league-leader Dontrelle Willis. He’s 
put up All-Star caliber numbers all year, leading 
the league in innings pitched with 91.1. 

It’s possiblethat he’ll spend the All-Star break 
in Detroit as the only representative from the 
Nationals. But it’s not likely. 

“There are a lot more All-Star caliber play- 
ers this year,’’ Nationals manager Frank Robinson 
said. “Guys have performed atthat level all year.’’ 

Closer Chad Cordero probably has the best 
shot. His 15saves aren’ttops of the league, but 
his 1.29 ERA and 1.07 WHIP are close. And even 
though Robinson specifically mentioned this 
squad’s pitching aftertheir 5-4 victory over the 
Braves last month, “those guys’’ refers to many 
more than just Hernandez and Cordero. 


Through roughly the first third of the season, 
outfielder Jose Guillen has hit 10 home runs and 
putup29RBI. Then there’s first baseman Nick 
Johnson. He has a remarkable .451 on-base per- 
centage and has reached base safely in 55 of 57 
games this year. 

Major League Baseball leaves it uptothefans 
to decide on the All-Star starters. And with the 
fans of D.C. coming out 32,000 strong each game, 
Robinson said he expects their presence to make 
a difference, something thatthe9,000 fans per 
game last year in Montreal were unable to do. 

“Itwill certainly help whentheycomeout and 
seetheseguys perform each night,’’ he said. 

However, no National cracked thetop 10 in bal- 
loting released last week, ian Herbert 
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Livan Large 

( Nationals ace continues to amaze 
with his endurance on the mound 


THE WORD “ENDURANCE” isn’t 
the first thing that comes to mind 
when looking at the rather rotund physique 
of Livan Hernandez. 

At 6 -foot-2 and 245 pounds, Hernandez 
is a little tough for people to get their arms 
around, but make no mistake, over the past 
seven seasons, there hasn’t been a more dura- 
ble pitcher in baseball. 

Since 1998 he’s been in the NL’s top 10 in 
both complete games and innings pitched 
and he led the National League each of the 
last two years in innings (255 and 233 1/3) 
and complete games (nine and eight). Those 
17 complete games are more than any other 
NL team has had during that span. 

“Livan is from the old school,” said 
Nationals manager Frank Robinson. “He 
takes the ball, and when his job is finished 
— is when the game is over. . . . He’s not happy 
to go out of a ball game.” 


THE 30-YEAR-DLD HERNANDEZ, also 
was pretty darned good those two years, 
posting a combined 3.41 ERA, ninth in the 
league. Given that, the three-year, $21 mil- 
lion contract extension he signed last year 
has become one of baseball’s bargains. 

“He’s not the kind of guy who lights you 
up,” one AL advance scout said. “But you can’t 
argue with the results. If you’re looking for 
durability. I’m not sure there’s anyone bet- 
ter right now.” 

Indeed. 

Last year he threw 3,926 pitches, the most 
in the National League by more than 200. 


His 35 starts also topped the NL. 

This season, Hernandez has been the only 
Nationals starter without a question mark 
because of health, durability or talent. The 
right-hander is 8-2 with a 3.45 earned-run 
average and one complete game. 

While Hernandez is clearly the ace of the 
Washington pitching staff, the mere men- 
tion of the word “ace” makes him shrug his 
shoulders and change the subject. 

“I enjoy playing baseball, I enjoy being 
a pitcher,” he said. “I enjoy playing for this 
team in this city. It’s an amazing city. People 
call your name on the street and people are 
going crazy for this team.” 

He said he feels great, as usual, and he 
smiled when asked about the impressive dura- 
bility of his right arm. “I used to throw a lot 
of rocks at mangoes in Cuba to knock them 
out of the trees,’“ he said, smiling. 


THE FUN-LDVINGHERNANDEZhas expe- 
rienced a lot since defecting from Cuba in 
September 1995. 

In Cuba, Hernandez, then 19, was mak- 
ing $6 a month, and he was so poor he only 
had one shirt to play in. His mother washed 
it for him by hand every night. To supple- 
ment his meager income as an official ath- 
lete, Hernandez took advantage of the Cuban 
team’s foreign trips to buy merchandise for 
resale in Cuba. On one trip to Mexico, he 
bought $100 worth of women’s underwear, 
which he sold for $200 back home. 

“Everybody is poor in Cuba, nobody is rich 
like they are here,” he said. “I’m not going to 
say I was living bad. I always thought I was 
living good and had a good life — just not 
like here.” 

He describes his first year in the United 
States as a lonely struggle. He gained 20 
pounds and having few friends. He strug- 
gled with the adjustment to American cul- 
ture and cuisine, then sparked the Florida 
Marlins’ championship season as a rookie 
in 1997. 

Now, it appears Hernandez’s life is in order. 
His right arm has the Nationals in the race 
for the NL East, his mother, who arrived from 
Cuba in time to watch the Marlins win the 
World Series, now lives next door to his Miami 
Beach home. His half-brother, Chicago White 
Sox pitcher Orlando “El Duque” Hernandez, 
is another neighbor. 

“Everything is better now,” Hernandez 
said. “Life is good.” bruce r. wells 
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On the 
Money 

GM creates a road map \ 
to success without big bucks j 

ONLY THREE TEAMS managed 
to make the playoffs every year from 
2000 to 2003 — the Yankees (of course), 

Braves (duh) and the Oakland Athletics. The 
Braves and Yankees spent plenty to accom- 
plish that feat — the Braves with an average 
team salary of more than $93 million during 
that four-year period and the Yankees with 
an average of $120 million. The Athletics, 
on the other hand, did it averaging just more 
than $39 million. 

Oakland’s recipe for success was a 
unique — and controversial — approach 
relying heavily on sabermetrics, the anal- 
ysis of baseball statistical data based on a 
player’s ability to generate (or, for pitch- 



ers, prevent) runs. And 
because of some statistics 

— on-base percentage for 
hitters and WHIP (walks 
and hits per innings 
pitched) for pitchers 

— considered obscure by 
some, teams generally can 

get their desired players cheaply. 

Athletics General Manager Billy Beane’s 
implementation of these principles was 
described in Michael Lewis’ best-selling 
book, “Moneyball,” a term that has now 
entered baseball lexicon to describe small- 
er-market teams that use these strategies to 
stay competitive. 


Athletics General Manager Billy Beane, right, and assistant David Forst eye cheap talent. 


As more teams have proved moneyball’s 
effectiveness — none more than the 2003 
World Series champion Florida Marlins — 
Beane appears to have started a minor revo- 
lution in the sport. 

Some are convinced the system works, 
some aren’t so sure. Many find other rea- 
sons for Oakland’s success, pointing to strong 


starting pitchers such as 
Mark Mulder. Others 
say that while money- 
ball may get you to the 
playoffs, it’s not enough 
to do much more than 
that. The Athletics, for 
instance, were bounced 
out in the first round each 
year they made it. 

This year, three 
teams — the first-place 
San Diego Padres, the 
Minnesota Twins and 
the improved Milwaukee 
Brewers — have taken 
the moneyball approach. 
Oddly enough, the 
Athletics — who failed to 
make the playoffs last year 
— seem to have backed off 
some of the strategies they 
popularized; perhaps that 
helps explain their current 
status as cellar- dwellers. 
But the Brewers, Padres 
Twins have done well 
so far with their low-cost rosters. 

Only time will tell whether moneyball is 
a long-term solution for small-market teams 
or simply a fad theory with fluke success sto- 
ries. In the meantime, both small- and large- 
market teams will be keeping their eyes on 
the franchises that take a gamble on Beane’s 
experiment, chris mincher 
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Worst of Times in Oakland 


WITH OAKLAND COMING OFF amajor 
league- worst 7-20 record in May, the key to the 
Nationals winning the series seems as simple as 
remembering to show upatthe ballparkontime. 

Jokes aside, good major leagueteams are sup- 
posed to maketheir living beating up bad teams. 
The Nationals are striving for recognition as the 
former. The Athletics — atthis point — certainly 
qualify as the later. 

Oakland put up some putrid numbers during 
one ofthe worst months in club history. 

Their pitchers had a cumulative 5.45 ERA 
and their hitters didn’t help much either, as the 
Athletics were outscored 162-112. 

They committed 26 errors in a25-game stretch. 

Oakland entered June with an 8-20 road record. 


The Athletics do haveafew bright spots, but 
you have to squintto see them. 

Third baseman Eric Chavez may be turning a 
corner. Theformer All-Star, who hitjust .194 in 
April, batted .309 during a 13-game stretch in late 
May, includingtwo home runsand 11 RBIs. 

Still, with no established power hitterto offer 
Chavez protection (Erubiel Durazo entered June 
on the disabled list and had justfour homers in 41 
games), you’d have tothink Nationals hurlers won’t 
be eager to give him anything to hit this weekend. 

But there may still be a silver lining for Oakland. 
The As supporting castshowed signs of life atthe 
beginning of June, producing 26 runs in a three- 
game sweep of Tampa Bay. 

Then again, Tampa Bay’s pitching staff had the 


worst ERA inthe American Leagueas of June2. 

PULLING IT OUT LATE: The one advantage Oakland 
may have istheabilityto perform inthe clutch. The 
Athletics were 4-1 in extra-inning gamesthrough 
the end of May. They were also 9-3 during that same 
period in games decided in ateam’s lastat-bat. 

BACK IN THE SWING OF THINGS: Shortstop Bobby 
Crosby (22 home runs in 2004) is readjusting on the 
fly after missing nearlytwo months with a rib inju- 
ry. The second-year middle infielder hurt his ribs 
on opening day and did n’t get back on the field until 
May 30. His bat could add punch to an As lineup 
that had homered just 13times in a33-game stretch 
thatended May 31. eric brandner 



Start! n 


55 1 Joe W-L ERA K WHIP 
Blanton i-5 6.14 19 1.53 


31 1 Kirk W-L ERA K WHIP 
Saarloos 2-4 4.75 14 1.44 


30 1 Seth W-L ERA K WHIP 
Etherton i-i 6.12 10 1.19 


BarryZitol75 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
2-6 4.52 49 1.28 


Dan Harenl24 
W-L ERA K WHIP 
3-7 4.17 55 1.34 



Huston 
Street 1 20 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
2-1 1.80 35 I.IO ^ 



Ricardo 
Rincon 1 73 
W-L ERA K WHIP 



I-I 

3.38 

9 

1.13 

Keiichi 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Yabull3 

4-0 

4.03 

28 

1.55 

Juan 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Cruz 151 

0-2 

8.55 

24 

2.10 

581 Justin 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Duchsherer 2-0 

1.04 

25 

1.08 

491 Tim 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Harikkala 

0-0 

8.00 

4 

1.67 


Team Leaders 


^BATAVG. 

^ERA 

B. Crosby, .348 

J. Duchsherer, 1.04 

M. Kotsay, .290 

H. Street, 1.80 

B.Kielty,.285 

R. Harden, 2.80 

M. Ellis, .276 

R. Rincon, 3.38 

S. Hatteberg, .273 

0. Dotel,3.52 

^HITS 

^STRIKEOUTS 

M. Kotsay, 63 

D. Haren,55 

S. Hatteberg, 51 

B.Zito,49 

E. Chavez, 50 

R. Harden, 42 

J. Kendall, 48 

H. Street, 35 

M.Scutaro,38 

K.Yabu,28 

^RBI 

^WINS 

E. Chavez, 29 

K.Yabu,4 

M. Kotsay, 26 

J. Duchsherer, 2 

B.Kielty,23 

H. Street, 2 

S. Hatteberg, 19 

R. Harden, 2 

E. Byrnes, 18 

D. Haren,2 
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LONE GUNMAN: For most of his career, Barry Zito was part of a trio of aces in Oakland. But he’s all alone this year after the A’s sent Tim Hudson to the Braves and Mark Mulder to the Cardinals in the offseason. 


The A’s Leftover 


( With Hudson, Mulder traded away, 
Zito’s off to a slow start in Oakland 


BILLY BEANE probably wishes he 
could have taken out a loan. 

Maybe he could have passed around a hat 
at home games, or held a bake sale. 

Anyone want to buy 20 million cookies? 

Instead, Oakland’s general manager spent 
the week leading up to Christmas trading 
away Tim Hudson and Mark Mulder — two 
of the best starting pitchers in the Majors 
who were one and two years, respectively, 
away from commanding major money on 
the free agent market. 

And so it goes for a franchise whose per- 
formance on the field usually eclipses its 
bottom line. 

Hudson’s exit to Atlanta, along with 
Mulder’s departure for St. Louis, left 2002 
American League Cy Young Award winner 
Barry Zito holding the reins as staff ace. 

So far, not so good. 


Tuesday’s game against the Nationals, 
entered the series with a 2-6 record and a 
4.52 ERA. Ugh. 

The southpaw started the season with a 
dud — giving up 11 runs (eight earned) to 
lowly Tampa Bay on April 9 in just 3 2/3 
innings of work. 

While he’s improved considerably since, 
Zito still didn’t get his first victory until May 1 
against Seattle, and didn’t get his ERA below 
the five runs per game mark until the A’s 2-1 
loss in Cleveland on May 27. 

His personal stats fall far short of his 
newly acquired No. 1 starter status, but 
Zito’s record could be the other way around 


if his teammates would have produced at the 
plate. Oakland has scored just three runs for 
Zito in his six losses. 

“He’s pitched great and gotten [noth- 
ing] out of it,” batterymate Jason Kendall 
told MLB.com. “But he’s not worried about 
numbers or anything that other people look 
at. He’s not about numbers at all.” 

IT’S ZITO’S NUMBERS that had critics 
wondering aloud last Christmas whether 
Beane traded away the right guys. 

Sure, Hudson — who would have been a 
free agent at the end of the 2005 season — was 
predestined to be pitching somewhere else soon 
anyway. But Mulder — who looked to be on 
his way to winning the AL Cy Young in 2004 
before a disastrous August and September — 
still had two years left on his deal. 

That left Zito, the southpaw with the jaw- 
dropping curveball, who went just 25-23 in 


his last two full seasons after starting his 
career 47-17. 

Zito’s supporting cast — holdover Rich 
Harden, Cardinals export Danny Haren, 
Braves export Dan Meyer and Joe Blanton 
— have had a tough time as well. 

Haren, who got World Series experience 
pitching as a reliever for St. Louis last sea- 
son, had posted a dismal 2-7 record enter- 
ing Sunday’s start against Toronto. 

Harden, who ascended to the No. 2 spot 
in the rotation, has posted a solid 2.80 ERA 
but was on the 15 -day disabled list with a 
strained stomach muscle as of Sunday. 

Blanton has one win in 11 starts over the 
same period. Meyer began the season in Class 
AAA and still hasn’t thrown an inning for 
the A’s at the Major League level. 

But while his fellowhurlers still struggle, Zito 
may be on the verge of turning things around. 
He has a 1.77 ERA in his last three starts, the 
last of which was a 10 -1 revenge drubbing of 
the Devil Rays. 

“To give him a bunch of runs to work with 
was kind of like a big ‘Thank you’ from all of us,” 
Eric Byrnes told MLB.com. “It’s not enough to 
make up for some of the games he’s deserved to 
win and didn’t, but it’s a start.” ericbrandner 
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ZITO, WHO IS EXPECTED TO START 
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WASHINGTON, DC, to NYC: j; 

1 PASSENGER $76 

2 PASSENGERS $76 ^ 

3 PASSENGERS $54 

4 PASSENGERS $42 

5 PASSENGERS $35 

6 PASSENGERS $31 


This offer is valid for up to six (6) passengers traveling together. The first two (2) passengers are at regular (full) adult rail fare, or may use the AAA adult, Student Advantage, Veterans Advantage, and NARP discounted rail fares. Seating is limited and subject to availability. Passengers three (3) through six (6) will receive a ninety (90) percent discount c 
This offer is valid for travel on the following services: Northeast Corridor Regional Trains between BOS/SPG-WAS, (not valid on Acela Express, Metroliners, Clockers, and Keystones), Empire Corridor Service between ALB-NYP, and the Downeasters between BON-POR, not valid on the 7000-8999 series Thruways. Blackouts apply for the following dal 
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SHARE FARES" T/m'e£l/iAmaM^upAa/id%PNL BIG. 

a bimxA and AOi/e a hujij^ Traveling together has never been more rewarding. Because now through September 30, 
en you purchase two adult tickets on trains in the Northeast, the rest of your party — up to four additional people — will 
vel for 90% off the regular fare. So grab some friends, family or colleagues. The more that come, the more you’ll save. 

1-800-USA-RAIL, tMw&t agnnt oft viAd Amtrak.com to book iptut tnifd todai^. DISCOUNT CODE H545. 

AATR AK 


le regular (full) adult rail fare. This offer is nonrefundable. Reservations must be made at least three (3) days prior to departure. The companion(s) and paid adults must travel together at all times and have tickets issued at the same time. This offer is valid for sale between 16May05 - 30Sep05 and valid for travel between 19May05 - 15Dec05. 
27-30May05, 01-04Jul05, 02-05Sep05, 22-29Nov05. Once travel has begun, no changes to the itinerary are permitted. Fares, routes and schedules are subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Refer to Discount Code H545. Amtrak and Share Fares are service marks of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation. 
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( Will Ichiro be the first to bat .400 
since Ted Williams did so in 1941? 


GO AHEAD, ask the person sit- 
ting next to you what they know 
about Ichiro. 

Not much, huh? 

They probably said he can hit, but every- 
one knows that. 

Maybe they were more specific and told 
you how he broke George Sisler’s 84 -year-old 
record by collecting 262 hits last season. 

A handful of your fellow Nationals fans 
probably remembered that the Mariners’ right 
fielder won both the American League Rookie 
of the Year and MVP awards in 2001, becom- 
ing just the second player in major league his- 
tory to do so. 

But if you’re not sitting near to one of the 
few savant 12-year-olds in the crowd who have 
the back of every baseball card memorized, 
let us fill you in. 

This weekend, you’ll be watching one of 
the most formidable statistical players in 
baseball history. That’s international base- 
ball history. 

And some believe he 
has the best chance to 
reach one magic num- 
ber that no steroid could 
ever help produce. 

In 14 years of pro- 
fessional baseball, 

Ichiro Suzuki has gone 
from pitching prospect 
to international hitting 
superstar. 

He was drafted as a 
left-handed pitcher by 
the Orix Blue Wave in 
1991. Ichiro moved to 
the outfield and quickly 
began tearing up Japanese minor league pitch- 
ing despite his unorthodox batting stance that 
then-Wave skipper Shozo Doi abhorred. 

Two years later, Doi was out and Ichiro 
was lighting up Pacific League pitching. The 
batter with the pendulum swing set a Pacific 
League record with 210 hits in 1994, while 
winning the first of seven batting titles and 
collecting his first PCL MVP award. 

Ichiro won the Pacific League MVP in ‘95 
and ‘96 as well. He set a Japanese record of 
216 at bats without striking out in 1997. 

In 2000, his last year in the PCL, Ichiro set 


a league record by batting .387. 

Then, at the pinnacle of his popu- 
larity, he packed up and headed 
to America. 

“Whenyou mail Ichiro some- 
thing from the States, you only 
have to use that name on the 
address and he gets it,” his agent 
Tony Attanasio told The Seattle 
Times. “He’s that big.” 

This is the part of the story 
you’re a little more familiar with. 

It’s the part where Ichiro comes 
to America and dominates. 

So far, he’s won the aforemen- 
tioned AL MVP, a pair of American 
League batting titles and played 
in four All-Star games. With 993 
career hits entering Sunday, he’s 
on pace to become the second fast- 
est player in Major League history 
to collect 1,000. Add that to his 1,278 * 

career hits in Japan, 
and Ichiro’s just a few 
more good seasons away 
from that magic Hall of 
Fame number of 3,000. 

But there may be one 
more prolific number on 
his agenda before that. 

Ichiro finished 2004 
with a .372 average — the 
fourth highest since 1941, 
when Ted Williams (.406) 
became the last player to 
hit .400. 

The Japanese outfielder 
hit .429 after the All-Star 
break in 2004. According 
to ESPN.com, Ichiro hit .402 over a 150 -game 
stretch that ended in mid-April. 

Notice a theme? 

With his uncanny bat control and super- 
lative speed that can turn a routine ground 
ball into an infield single, many wonder if 
Japan’s biggest sporting export can succeed 
where so many great hitters in the past 64 
years have failed. 

“I can’t make [hitting .400] my goal,” he 
told the New York Times last month, “but I 
want to be a player that fans can say, ‘Maybe 
he can do it.’ “ eric brandner 


OFF AND RUNNING: Ichiro starts heading to 
first base after laying down a bunt on June 1. 


AVG 


OBP 


679 


.312 


.352 


704 


.372 


262 


.414 


226 


.310 


.358 




STATISTICS AS OF JUNE 6 
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Sluggers Striking Out So Far 


THEY SHELLED OUT THE CASH, but 

they’re still waiting forthe payoff. 

Seattle reportedly plunked down $50 million 
forfirst baseman Richie Sexson and gave former 
Dodger Adrian Beltre a $64 million deal overthe 
winter, luring two of the biggest bats inthefree 
agent market to Starbucks country. 

Together, the sluggers were supposed to pun- 
ish opposing pitchers and help Seattle obliterate 
their Major League-lowtotals of 136 home runs and 
698 runs in 2004. 

While Sexson’s 13 homers entering June were 
along the lines of whatthe Mariners expected, his 
.250 batting average over that same span was noth- 
ing to brag about. 

Beltre is having a rougher go of it. Thethird 


baseman — who hit48homerunsandfinished sec- 
ond in the N.L. MVP voting in 2004 — homered just 
fivetimes in Seattle’s first 50 games and batted just 
.235 over that period. 

Even someone who pays $5 for a cup of coffee 
knows that’s a bad deal. 

Those numbers lead upto one crucial statis- 
tic: Throughthefirst50games ofthe season, the 
Mariners were 17-8 when hitting a home run and 
just4-21 when noone went deep. 

Recent history indicates Beltre will heat up this 
summer and deposit at least a dozen more base- 
balls overthe wall (he’s hit at least 21 each ofthe last 
three seasons). Still, if Nationals pitchers can keep 
the ball in the park against Seattle, there’s a good 
chance the homefans will leave the ballpark happy. 


THANKFUL TO SEE JUNE: The Mariners are coming 
off the worst May in franchise history, going 9-18. 
The club had a 9-15 May in 1978, their second year of 
existence and their worst year overall (56-104). 

ROOKIE TO WATCH: The Nationals would be well 
served notto overlook Mariners outfielder Jeremy 
Reed. The rookie was one of Seattle’s few bright 
spots in May, batting .312 while clubbing seven 
doublesand hitting hisfirsttwo Major League 
homers. 

MILESTONE: Ageless wonder Jamie Moyer, who 
projects to pitch againstthe Nationalsthis week- 
end, settheclub’sall-time wins record with a4-3 
win over Toronto on May 30. eric brandner 


Starting Pitchers 


55lGilMeche 

W-L ERA K WHIP * 

5-3 4.57 33 1.38 

i 




50 1 Jamie Moyer 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



5-2 5.21 

33 

1.57 

451 Ryan 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Franklin 

2-7 4.96 

27 

1.32 

Aaron 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Sole 130 

4-5 4.43 

29 

1.44 

38lJoel 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Pinero 

2-3 6.55 

34 

1.62 


The Bullnen 


18 1 Eddie 
Guardado 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



0-1 1.64 18 0.86 ^ ayjji/ ^ 

Shigetoshi 
Hasegawa 1 17 
W-L ERA K WHIP 


f h 

0-1 

3.12 

12 

0.96 

40IJulio 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Mateo 

2-1 

3.22 

18 

1.02 

20IJ.J. 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Putz 

l-l 

3.44 

17 

1.31 

471 Ron 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Villone 

2-2 

3.72 

21 

1.55 

43lJeff 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Nelson 

l-l 

3.06 

17 

1.53 


Team Leaders 


^BATAVG. 

^ERA 

W. Gonzalez, .375 

G. Sherrill, 0.00 

S.Choo,.333 

J.Canipillo,0.00 

1. Suzuki, .310 

E. Guardado, 1.64 

R. Ibanez, .303 

J. Nelson, 3.06 

R. Winn, .293 

S. Hasegawa, 3.12 

^HITS 

^STRIKEOUTS 

1. Suzuki, 70 

G.Meche,33 

R. Ibanez, 61 

J. Moyer, 33 

R. Winn, 60 

A.Sele,28 

A. Beltre, 51 

R. Franklin, 27 

B. Boone, 49 

J. Pinero, 27 

^RBI 

^WINS 

R. Sexson, 42 

G.Meche,5 

A. Beltre, 27 

J. Moyer, 5 

R. Ibanez, 26 

A.Sele,4 

B. Boone, 26 

J. Mateo, 2 

J. Reed, 20 

R. Franklin, 2 
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^ STATISTICS AS OF JUNE 6 


Washington Nationals | hitting 


National Leagne | hitting 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

SB 

cs 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

Nick Johnson 

198 

33 

66 

14 

2 

7 

33 

34 

2 

5 

.333 

.448 

.530 

.978 

B. Harris 

9 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

.333 

.400 

.778 

1.178 

Marlon Byrd 

53 

2 

17 

3 

0 

0 

9 

7 

0 

1 

.321 

.391 

.377 

.768 

Ryan Church 

119 

20 

38 

7 

1 

4 

20 

8 

0 

0 

.319 

.359 

.496 

.855 

Jose Guillen 

207 

32 

61 

12 

1 

10 

29 

7 

0 

0 

.295 

.330 

.507 

.838 

Jose Vidro 

100 

17 

29 

6 

2 

4 

15 

13 

0 

0 

.290 

.365 

.510 

.875 

V. Castilla 

192 

23 

54 

16 

1 

4 

30 

21 

3 

0 

.281 

.355 

.438 

.793 

B. Wilkerson 

203 

27 

57 

22 

2 

3 

20 

23 

3 

4 

.281 

.359 

.453 

.813 

Tony Blanco 

33 

5 

9 

3 

0 

1 

7 

0 

1 

0 

.273 

.294 

.455 

.749 

Gary Bennett 

64 

5 

17 

5 

0 

1 

13 

3 

0 

0 

.266 

.300 

.391 

.691 


ProFiie Marlon Byrd 


AGE: 27 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-0 WT:235 YRS:3 


’03 103 346 86 150 7 45 II 94 .303 .418 

’04 106 346 48 79 5 33 2 68 .228 .321 

’05 23 66 2 21 0 9 0 12 .318 .364 



Tomo Ohka 

16 

, 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.250 

.250 

.250 

.500 

Carlos Baerga 

37 

3 

9 

1 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

.243 

.317 

.270 

.587 

T. Sledge 

37 

7 

9 

0 

1 

1 

8 

7 

2 

1 

.243 

.348 

.378 

.726 

Jamey Carroll 

125 

21 

30 

3 

1 

0 

6 

14 

1 

2 

.240 

.312 

.280 

.592 

J.J. Davis 

26 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

.231 

.286 

.231 

.516 

B. Schneider 

144 

14 

33 

10 

1 

2 

12 

13 

1 

0 

.229 

.300 

.354 

.654 

Endy Chavez 

9 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

.222 

.417 

.333 

.750 

J. Hammonds 

32 

3 

7 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

.219 

.286 

.250 

.536 

L. Hernandez 

31 

2 

6 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

.194 

.219 

.323 

.541 

C. Guzman 

192 

II 

37 

4 

1 

' 

8 

10 

1 

2 

.193 

.232 

.240 

.471 


ProFiie 


Jose Guillen 


AGE: 29 BAT: R THROW: R HT:5-II WT: 195 YRS; 


’04 148 565 88 166 27 104 92 .294 .497 
’05 54 207 32 61 10 29 35 .295 .507. 

From San Cristobal, DR, the same 
hometown as Raul Mondesi and 
former Reds ace Jose Rijo, now 
a special assistantto Nats GM 
Jim Bowden. 

As a member of the Pirates, 
singled off San Francisco’s Rich Delucia 
on Aprils, 1997 to get his first major 
league hit. 

Played in a career-high 148 games last 
year before being suspended after a dis- 
pute with Angels manager Mike Scioscia. 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

Derrek Lee 

205 

45 

79 

17 

0 

17 

Miguel Cabrera 

202 

36 

70 

15 

1 

10 

Albert Pujols 

219 

42 

74 

15 

0 

14 

Brady Clark 

238 

43 

80 

13 

0 

6 

Bobby Abreu 

204 

41 

68 

12 

0 

14 

Nick Johnson 

198 

33 

66 

14 

2 

7 

Clint Barmes 

225 

40 

74 

16 

1 

8 

M. Grudzielanek 

198 

31 

65 

15 

2 

3 

Cesar Izturis 

236 

34 

77 

II 

2 

1 

Neifi Perez 

200 

28 

65 

9 

1 

7 

Edgardo Alfonzo 

189 

24 

60 

12 

1 

2 

Sean Casey 

199 

24 

63 

16 

0 

3 

Carlos Delgado 

198 

31 

62 

17 

0 

II 

Pat Burrell 

179 

19 

56 

7 

0 

10 

Luis Gonzalez 

208 

36 

64 

13 

0 

8 

David Wright 

189 

32 

58 

15 

0 

9 

David Eckstein 

212 

32 

65 

8 

2 

2 

Felipe Lopez 

160 

28 

49 

14 

0 

8 

Matt Holliday 

187 

26 

57 

9 

4 

4 

Craig Counsell 

194 

31 

59 

18 

0 

3 

Ryan Freel 

145 

28 

44 

13 

1 

2 

Mark Loretta 

160 

24 

48 

5 

1 

0 

Milton Bradley 

188 

35 

56 

8 

1 

10 

Jose Guillen 

207 

32 

61 

12 

1 

10 

Joe Randa 

187 

29 

55 

13 

0 

6 

Morgan Ensberg 

178 

27 

52 

10 

0 

12 


ProFiie 

Albert Pujols 

AGE: 25 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-3 WT:225 YRS:4 


’03 157 591 137 212 43 
’04 154 592 133 196 46 
’05 56 219 42 74 14 

’03 124 5 65 .359 .667 

’04 123 5 52 .331 .657 

’05 45 4 24 .338 .598 



RBI 

SB 

CS 

BB 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

52 

9 

1 

33 

.385 

.469 

.717 

1.186 

35 

0 

0 

17 

.347 

.393 

.579 

.972 

45 

4 

0 

28 

.338 

.421 

.598 

1.019 

25 

5 

8 

16 

.336 

.398 

.466 

.864 

41 

14 

3 

44 

.333 

.455 

.598 

1.053 

33 

2 

5 

34 

.333 

.448 

.530 

.978 

34 

4 

4 

10 

.329 

.371 

.516 

.886 

25 

3 

0 

10 

.328 

.371 

.470 

.841 

20 

4 

6 

15 

.326 

.372 

.403 

.774 

26 

4 

1 

6 

.325 

.348 

.485 

.833 

28 

1 

0 

19 

.317 

.384 

.423 

.807 

24 

1 

0 

19 

.317 

.376 

.442 

.818 

37 

0 

0 

22 

.313 

.400 

.566 

.966 

43 

0 

0 

30 

.313 

.409 

.520 

.929 

34 

2 

1 

35 

.308 

.407 

.486 

.893 

32 

6 

2 

26 

.307 

.399 

.529 

.928 

15 

4 

4 

24 

.307 

.383 

.392 

.774 

26 

4 

3 

15 

.306 

.362 

.544 

.905 

23 

6 

1 

14 

.305 

.358 

.460 

.818 

20 

9 

3 

32 

.304 

.412 

.443 

.855 

9 

13 

6 

24 

.303 

.413 

.448 

.861 

13 

6 

3 

19 

.300 

.388 

.344 

.732 

26 

5 

1 

13 

.298 

.345 

.511 

.855 

29 

0 

0 

7 

.295 

.330 

.507 

.838 

28 

0 

0 

20 

.294 

.364 

.460 

.824 

30 

4 

6 

28 

.292 

.388 

.551 

.938 


American League | hitting 



PLAYER 


Carlos Guillen 
Brian Roberts 
Johnny Damon 
Alex Rodriguez 
Miguel Tejada 

Gary Sheffield 
Rondell White 
Ichiro Suzuki 
Garret Anderson 
Brandon Inge 

Shea Hillenbrand 
Michael Young 
Jason Varitek 
Trot Nixon 
Nook Logan 

Raul Ibanez 
MarkTeixeira 
Melvin Mora 
Tadahito Iguchi 
Mike Sweeney 

Kevin Mench 
David Ortiz 
Randy Winn 
Alex Rios 
Jacque Jones 
Mark Kotsay 
Aaron Rowand 


AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

SB 

CS 

BB 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

163 

25 

60 

8 

4 

2 

15 

1 

1 

14 

.368 

.419 

.503 

.922 

204 

39 

75 

13 

5 

II 

33 

13 

4 

28 

.368 

.449 

.642 

1.091 

224 

42 

78 

15 

3 

1 

31 

7 

1 

20 

.348 

.397 

.455 

.852 

206 

44 

66 

10 

0 

17 

49 

5 

3 

35 

.320 

.429 

.617 

1.045 

231 

40 

74 

17 

2 

15 

47 

1 

1 

14 

.320 

.363 

.606 

.969 

200 

32 

63 

15 

0 

10 

38 

6 

1 

33 

.315 

.409 

.540 

.949 

180 

21 

56 

9 

2 

6 

28 

1 

0 

5 

.311 

.332 

.483 

.815 

226 

39 

70 

7 

6 

3 

17 

15 

4 

18 

.310 

.358 

.434 

.791 

210 

25 

65 

II 

1 

7 

44 

0 

0 

7 

.310 

.329 

.471 

.800 

210 

34 

65 

10 

5 

5 

26 

3 

1 

29 

.310 

.392 

.476 

.868 

221 

38 

68 

9 

1 

6 

27 

1 

0 

10 

.308 

.360 

.439 

.798 

228 

39 

70 

8 

3 

7 

32 

2 

1 

16 

.307 

.355 

.461 

.816 

170 

27 

52 

9 

1 

10 

22 

0 

0 

17 

.306 

.374 

.547 

.921 

157 

27 

48 

9 

0 

7 

34 

1 

0 

27 

.306 

.405 

.497 

.902 

158 

24 

48 

7 

2 

0 

9 

II 

3 

6 

.304 

.329 

.373 

.703 

201 

26 

61 

15 

1 

7 

28 

3 

0 

24 

.303 

.381 

.493 

.873 

228 

43 

69 

15 

1 

14 

43 

1 

0 

19 

.303 

.364 

.561 

.925 

225 

36 

68 

12 

0 

II 

38 

6 

1 

15 

.302 

.356 

.502 

.858 

183 

24 

55 

9 

2 

5 

26 

7 

3 

14 

.301 

.350 

.454 

.804 

203 

22 

61 

16 

0 

9 

36 

2 

0 

12 

.300 

.339 

.512 

.852 

170 

30 

51 

15 

2 

10 

30 

0 

2 

13 

.300 

.358 

.588 

.947 

214 

38 

63 

17 

0 

13 

46 

0 

0 

31 

.294 

.382 

.556 

.938 

205 

23 

60 

16 

0 

0 

15 

7 

5 

23 

.293 

.365 

.371 

.736 

189 

29 

55 

10 

5 

3 

25 

6 

4 

II 

.291 

.325 

.444 

.770 

179 

22 

52 

7 

2 

6 

26 

4 

3 

23 

.291 

.380 

.453 

.832 

217 

30 

63 

14 

1 

2 

26 

1 

2 

19 

.290 

.349 

.392 

.740 

197 

30 

57 

14 

' 

4 

24 

8 

2 

14 

.289 

.352 

.431 

.783 


ProFiie 

Rondell White 

AGE: 33 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-I WT:225 YRS: 12 


19 
6 

’03 87 I 79 .289 .488 

’04 67 I 77 .270 .453 

’05 28 I 20 .311 .483 


’03 

137 

488 

62 

141 

’04 

121 

448 

76 

121 

’05 

46 

180 

21 

56 


EEmnE]; 



(palrm) Godwin May Race Up to the Majors 



Tyrell Godwin istagged out in an exhibition game in 
March. Speed istheyoung outfielder’s strength. 


FORMER CARDINAL MANAGER 

Whitey Herzog used to pay speedster Vince 
Coleman when hehitground ballsand fined him 
for hitting fly balls. The system was featured 
with manager Lou Brown (James Gammon) and 
Willie Mays Hayes (Wesley Snipes) in the movie 
“Major League.’’ 

Itshowedthe importance of using speed 
and thefactthat you cannot beatoutafly ball 
or a strikeout. As soon as Nats’ outfield pros- 
pect Tyrell Godwin, currently playing at Triple-A 
New Orleans after a very brief stint in the majors, 
cuts down on the big swings and strikeouts, he 


should be playing at RFK permanently. 

Godwin was a running back/kick return man 
in the fall and an outfielder in the spring at North 
Carolina. He decided to concentrate on baseball 
only after suffering a knee injury in November 
1998against Pittsburgh. 

The History graduate was taken in the third 
round by the Blue Jays in 2001 draft. He had 
impressive offensive numbers until last year in 
Double- A for the Blue Jays, when his strikeout 
totals soared. HestruckoutllOtimes, which rep- 
resented half of his career total whiffs. He also 
saw his batting average drop to it lowest ever at 


.253. On the positive side, he stole 42 bases on 54 
attempts and made no errors. 

The Nationals wasted no time acquiring 
him during the off-season in the Rule-5 draft. 
Godwin responded by hitting .319 in thefirst 
seven weeks of the season, although he is still on 
pace to breakthe 100 strikeout barrier. 

“If he learns howto hitground ballsand use 
his speed he could be atremendous lead off man,’’ 
said a scout who covers the Nationals. “If his hit- 
ting doesn’t get him to the big leagues as a starter 
his speed and defense will as a reserve who plays 
the ninth inning or pinch runs.’’ john hoffmann 
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Washington Nationals | pitching 


proFiie Hector Carrasco 


AGE: 35 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-2 WT: 220 YRS:9 



’01 

4 

3 

4.64 

56 

0 

73.2 

77 

40 

38 

’03 

2 

6 

4.93 

40 

0 

38.1 

40 

22 

21 

’05 

2 

1 

3.68 

19 

0 

14.2 

12 

6 

6 



PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

SV 

SVG 

IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR 

HBP 

BB 

SO 

T Tucker 

1 

0 

1.23 

10 

0 

0 

0 

7.1 

7 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

C Cordero 

2 

1 

1.29 

27 

0 

15 

17 

28.0 

22 

7 

4 

3 

1 

8 

27 

G Majewski 

1 

0 

2.13 

22 

0 

0 

1 

25.1 

20 

7 

6 

0 

4 

II 

II 

L Ayala 

5 

3 

2.65 

32 

0 

1 

2 

34.0 

37 

12 

10 

2 

2 

1 

16 

J Patterson 

2 

1 

2.70 

9 

9 

0 

0 

53.1 

43 

16 

16 

1 

1 

21 

45 

TOhka 

4 

3 

3.33 

10 

9 

0 

0 

54.0 

44 

23 

20 

6 

1 

27 

17 

L Hernandez 

8 

2 

3.45 

13 

13 

0 

0 

91.1 

89 

36 

35 

5 

4 

37 

56 

E Loaiza 

1 

4 

3.56 

12 

12 

0 

0 

78.1 

78 

31 

31 

5 

1 

23 

61 

J Rauch 

1 

3 

4.00 

8 

0 

0 

0 

18.0 

15 

8 

8 

1 

0 

7 

II 

J Eischen 

1 

0 

4.15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

8.2 

9 

4 

4 

0 

1 

3 

5 

T Armas 

' 

3 

5.58 

5 

5 

0 

0 

30.2 

29 

19 

19 

5 

1 

15 

10 



ProFiie Sunny Kim 

AGE: 27 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-I WT: 185 YRS:4 


’03 0 I 8.36 4 3 14 24 13 13 5 

’04 4 6 4.58 43 17 135.2 145 80 69 87 

’05 I 0 0.00 2 0 4.1 4 0 0 4 


ProFiie 


Tomo Ohka 

AG E :'2’9 ' ' BAT:’ R ’f H RO W^ ’r ’ ’ ’hT: ’6 - 1’ ’ ’wf:’2’d 6’ ’ ’ ’y RS : ’6 


’03 

10 

12 

4.16 

34 

34 

199 

233 

106 

92 

118 

’04 

3 

7 

3.40 

15 

15 

84.2 

98 

40 

32 

38 

’05 

4 

3 

3.33 

10 

9 

54 

44 

23 

20 

17 


From Kyoto, Japan. 

As a member of the Red Sox, got hisfirst 
major league win in a6-2gameagainstthe 
Baltimore Orioles on Oct. 1, 1999. 

Pitched a perfect game against Triple A- 
Charlotteforthe Pawtucket Red Sox on 
June 1,2000. 

Wassentfrom Boston to Montreal as part of 
atrade deadline deal in 2001. 



National Leagne | pitching 


PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

CG 

Roger Clemens 

4 

3 

1.67 

12 

12 

0 

Mike Hampton 

4 

1 

1.83 

9 

9 

1 

Dontrelle Willis 

9 

2 

1.85 

II 

II 

3 

Glendon Rusch 

5 

1 

1.96 

17 

6 

1 

Brett Myers 

5 

3 

2.24 

12 

12 

1 

Jake Peavy 

5 

0 

2.37 

II 

II 

1 

Josh Beckett 

7 

3 

2.58 

12 

12 

1 

Brian Moehler 

2 

3 

2.59 

12 

8 

0 

Pedro Martinez 

6 

1 

2.62 

II 

II 

1 

Victor Santos 

2 

5 

2.71 

12 

II 

1 

Mark Redman 

3 

4 

2.82 

12 

12 

2 

Mark Prior 

4 

1 

2.93 

9 

9 

1 

Carlos Zambrano 

4 

3 

2.94 

12 

12 

1 

Chris Capuano 

5 

4 

3.01 

12 

12 

0 

A.J. Burnett 

3 

4 

3.03 

II 

II 

2 

Roy Oswalt 

6 

6 

3.06 

12 

12 

1 

Tim Hudson 

6 

4 

3.08 

12 

12 

0 

John Smoltz 

4 

4 

3.12 

12 

12 

0 

Brandon Webb 

6 

2 

3.20 

II 

II 

0 

Chris Carpenter 

8 

3 

3.42 

12 

12 

1 

Livan Hernandez 

8 

2 

3.45 

13 

13 

1 

Andy Pettitte 

3 

6 

3.47 

II 

II 

0 

Adam Eaton 

8 

1 

3.48 

12 

12 

0 

Brad Halsey 

4 

3 

3.48 

12 

II 

0 

Aaron Harang 

4 

3 

3.48 

II 

II 

0 

Jason Marquis 

7 

3 

3.50 

12 

12 

0 


ProFiie 

Jake Peavy 

AGE: 24 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-0 WT:I82YRS:3 


’03 12 II 4.12 32 32 

’04 15 6 2.27 27 27 

’05 5 0 2.37 II II 


’03 194.2 173 94 89 156 
’04 166.1 146 49 42 173 
’05 76 57 21 20 78 



SHO IP H R ER HR HBP BB SO 


0 

81.0 

54 

16 

15 

3 

1 

21 

80 

1 

59.0 

47 

13 

12 

4 

0 

16 

22 

2 

78.0 

65 

18 

16 

2 

1 

18 

60 

1 

55.0 

49 

12 

12 

1 

0 

24 

40 

0 

80.1 

59 

22 

20 

10 

4 

21 

82 

1 

76.0 

57 

21 

20 

5 

2 

13 

78 

1 

76.2 

59 

26 

22 

2 

3 

29 

72 

0 

55.2 

57 

17 

16 

3 

1 

12 

29 

0 

79.0 

44 

24 

23 

6 

1 

12 

92 

0 

69.2 

59 

25 

21 

8 

3 

27 

49 

1 

79.2 

62 

26 

25 

3 

0 

21 

41 

0 

58.1 

42 

21 

19 

9 

1 

18 

62 

0 

79.2 

52 

27 

26 

7 

6 

31 

75 

0 

80.2 

67 

28 

27 

9 

5 

28 

64 

0 

74.1 

64 

31 

25 

5 

2 

24 

70 

0 

82.1 

71 

31 

28 

7 

3 

22 

60 

0 

79.0 

80 

29 

27 

6 

3 

31 

47 

0 

75.0 

77 

30 

26 

4 

0 

27 

58 

0 

76.0 

79 

30 

27 

7 

1 

22 

60 

1 

81.2 

81 

35 

31 

6 

0 

24 

75 

0 

91.1 

89 

36 

35 

5 

4 

37 

56 

0 

70.0 

70 

30 

27 

5 

0 

14 

47 

0 

72.1 

75 

33 

28 

7 

3 

22 

52 

0 

72.1 

81 

39 

28 

10 

2 

13 

41 

0 

72.1 

62 

28 

28 

5 

3 

21 

64 

0 

74.2 

68 

34 

29 

9 

2 

30 

42 


American League | pitching 


PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

CG SHO IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR HBP 

BB 

SO 

Kenny Rogers 

8 

2 

1.62 

12 

12 

, 

, 

83.1 

70 

17 

15 

2 

5 

25 

33 

Erik Bedard 

5 

1 

2.08 

9 

9 

0 

0 

60.2 

49 

16 

14 

3 

2 

14 

52 

Roy Halladay 

9 

2 

2.45 

12 

12 

4 

2 

92.0 

74 

25 

25 

7 

4 

15 

65 

Chris Young 

5 

2 

3.03 

II 

II 

0 

0 

65.1 

64 

25 

22 

4 

2 

16 

51 

Carlos Silva 

4 

3 

3.04 

10 

10 

1 

0 

74.0 

84 

27 

25 

8 

1 

3 

22 

Bartolo Colon 

7 

3 

3.10 

12 

12 

1 

0 

81.1 

75 

33 

28 

7 

0 

21 

65 

Mark Buehrle 

7 

1 

3.15 

12 

12 

1 

0 

91.1 

82 

35 

32 

7 

0 

15 

55 

Matt Clement 

6 

0 

3.17 

12 

12 

1 

0 

76.2 

73 

29 

27 

3 

7 

29 

58 

Nate Robertson 

2 

3 

3.17 

10 

10 

0 

0 

59.2 

58 

32 

21 

2 

2 

28 

27 

Kevin Millwood 

1 

4 

3.20 

10 

10 

0 

0 

59.0 

61 

22 

21 

5 

2 

15 

46 

Jose Contreras 

2 

2 

3.27 

II 

II 

0 

0 

66.0 

48 

28 

24 

9 

4 

27 

51 

Jason Johnson 

4 

4 

3.27 

II 

II 

1 

0 

74.1 

71 

30 

27 

7 

2 

18 

36 

Gustavo Chacin 

5 

4 

3.36 

II 

II 

0 

0 

67.0 

68 

26 

25 

4 

4 

25 

37 

Jon Garland 

9 

2 

3.40 

II 

II 

2 

2 

79.1 

76 

30 

30 

5 

1 

13 

38 

C.C. Sabathia 

4 

3 

3.49 

10 

10 

0 

0 

67.0 

63 

28 

26 

5 

5 

19 

45 

Bruce Chen 

5 

3 

3.53 

II 

II 

1 

0 

71.1 

67 

32 

28 

9 

1 

18 

50 

Freddy Garcia 

5 

3 

3.53 

II 

II 

0 

0 

74.0 

70 

30 

29 

6 

1 

20 

47 

Joe Mays 

3 

2 

3.59 

II 

10 

1 

1 

67.2 

68 

30 

27 

10 

1 

15 

24 

J. Bonderman 

6 

3 

3.62 

II 

II 

0 

0 

74.2 

73 

31 

30 

7 

2 

20 

62 

Cliff Lee 

6 

3 

3.62 

II 

II 

0 

0 

64.2 

63 

29 

26 

7 

0 

17 

45 

Johan Santana 

6 

2 

3.67 

12 

12 

1 

0 

83.1 

67 

34 

34 

10 

0 

II 

105 

Brad Radke 

5 

4 

3.73 

12 

12 

2 

1 

82.0 

90 

39 

34 

13 

2 

3 

50 

Scott Kazmir 

2 

4 

3.86 

12 

12 

0 

0 

70.0 

63 

34 

30 

5 

4 

38 

52 

Jarrod Washburn 

3 

3 

3.86 

12 

12 

0 

0 

74.2 

88 

32 

32 

10 

3 

24 

41 

Bronson Arroyo 

4 

2 

3.89 

12 

II 

0 

0 

69.1 

66 

34 

30 

6 

7 

16 

38 

Randy Johnson 

5 

4 

3.92 

II 

II 

2 

0 

78.0 

78 

37 

34 

10 

5 

17 

65 

John Lackey 

5 

2 

4.01 

II 

II 

0 

0 

67.1 

72 

31 

30 

6 

4 

27 

58 


ProFiie 

Kenny Rogers 

AGE: 40 BAT: L THROW: L 
HT:6-I WT:I90 YRS: 16 


’03 

13 

8 4.57 

33 

31 

’04 

18 

9 4.76 

35 

35 

’05 

8 

2 1.62 

12 

12 


’03 

195 

227 108 

99 

116 

’04 

211.2 

248 117 

112 

126 

’05 

83.1 

70 17 

15 

33 




1924 I Having just 
jumped over the .500 
mark this late in a sea- 
son for the first time 
in two years, the 1924 
Washington Nationals 
were about to remind 
their fans of their » 


Indians Leave Nationals At a Loss 


... fans of their less than storied past. 

Thefuture World Champions 
found a different way to lose each 
day in afour-game series against 
the Cleveland Indians. 

In the first game, on June 7, the 
Nats — who becamethe Senators 
thirty years later — squandered 10 
hitsen route to be being shutout by 
Joe Shaute, 3-0. Roger Peckinpaugh 
was Washington’s star, going three- 
forfour with a double, yetthe Nats 
lefteightmen on base. 

There wasn’t much suspense 



Peckinpaugh couldn’t beatthe 
Tribe, so he later managed them. 


the next day in Cleveland, as the 
Indians pounded out 13 hits in an 
11-3rout. TheTribe broke itopen in 
the sixth with six runs on six hits off 
Joe Martina. 

The Natsthoughtthey caughta 
breakthe nextday when hundreds 
of attendees from the Republican 
National Convention wentto the 
game, making it seem like more of a 
home game. No matter, the Indians 
still walloped the Nats in a6-1 vic- 
tory thanks to athree-run fourth 
inningtopped by anotherthree-run 


spurt in thefifth. 

Just as the losing streak seemed 
destined to end on June 10, the last 
game of the series, the Nationals 
blewa3-1 lead inthe ninth when 
pitcher George Uhle doubled and 
Charlie Jamieson drove inthe win- 
ning run in the 4-3 ballgame. 

Thankfullyforthe Nats, the St. 
Louis Browns were next. In the 
series opener, the Nats secured 18 
hits for pitcher Paul Zahniser, who 
gotthe 12-1 win in hisfirst start in 
overa month. 
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^ STATISTICS AS OF JUNE 6 


MLB I STANDINGS 


- 

TEAM 

W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

HOME ROAD 

RS 

RA 

STRK 

LID 


Washington 


31 

26 

.544 

-- 

18-9 

13-17 

233 

243 

Won 4 

7-3 

(/) 

< 

Atlanta 


30 

26 

.536 

.5 

17-7 

13-19 

253 

211 

LostI 

3-7 

U1 

N.Y.Mets 


30 

27 

.526 

1 

20-11 

10-16 

261 

233 

WonI 

7-3 

z 

Philadelphia 


30 

27 

.526 

1 

16-10 

14-17 

272 

274 

Won 6 

9-1 


Florida 


28 

26 

.519 

1.5 

18-12 

10-14 

236 

212 

Lost 3 

2-8 

_l 

St. Louis 


36 

20 

.643 

- 

17-10 

19-10 

294 237 

LostI 

6-4 

< 

cc 

Chicago Cubs 


30 

25 

.545 

5.5 

15-12 

15-13 

254 

221 

Won 2 

9-1 

1- 

z 

Pittsburgh 


26 

29 

.473 

9.5 

12-15 

14-14 

221 

235 

WonI 

6-4 

u 

o 

Milwaukee 


26 

30 

.464 

10 

15-11 

11-19 

245 

222 

Lost 2 

3-7 

J 

Houston 


21 

34 

.382 

14.5 

16-12 

5-22 

201 

247 

WonI 

6-4 

z 

Cincinnati 


21 

35 

.375 

15 

15-14 

6-21 

262 

321 

Lost 5 

3-7 

H 

San Diego 


34 

23 

.596 

- 

19-8 

15-15 

278 

249 

Lost 2 

6-4 

lU 

> 

Arizona 


30 

27 

.526 

4 

16-12 

14-15 

248 

285 

Lost5 

2-8 

> 

L.A. Dodgers 


29 

27 

.518 

4.5 

15-15 

14-12 

274 

276 

Won 2 

5-5 

z 

San Francisco 


24 

31 

.436 

9 

14-15 

10-16 

240 290 

LostI 

1-9 


Colorado 


19 

36 

.345 

14 

15-13 

4-23 

264 

323 

Won 4 

5-5 


TEAM 

W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

HOME ROAD 

RS 

RA 

STRK 

LID 


Baltimore 


34 

22 

.607 

- 

17-14 

17-8 

304 

247 

Won 2 

4-6 

(/> 

< 

Boston 


31 

25 

.554 

3 

17-9 

14-16 

306 279 

WonI 

6-4 

LJ 

Toronto 


29 

28 

.509 

5.5 

14-12 

15-16 

270 250 

Lost 2 

3-7 

< 

N.Y. Yankees 


28 

28 

.500 

6 

16-13 

12-15 

291 

291 

LostI 

3-7 


Tampa Bay 


20 

37 

.351 

14.5 

16-14 

4-23 

265 

334 

Lost 2 

3-7 

-1 

< 

Chicago Sox 


37 

19 

.661 

- 

19-8 

18-11 

252 

213 

LostI 

5-5 

cc 

1- 

Minnesota 


33 

22 

.600 

3.5 

18-11 

15-11 

253 

206 

WonI 

7-3 

UJ 

Detroit 


26 

28 

.481 

10 

13-16 

13-12 

241 

245 

Lost 2 

6-4 

J 

Cleveland 


26 

29 

.473 

10.5 

11-13 

15-16 

220 

227 

WonI 

5-5 

< 

Kansas City 


17 

39 

.304 

20 

11-19 

6-20 

231 

320 

Lost 2 

4-6 

(/) 

Texas 


32 

23 

.582 

-- 

17-12 

15-11 

311 

249 

Won 2 

7-3 

LJ 

L.A. Angels 


32 

24 

.571 

.5 

15-11 

17-13 

258 

228 

LostI 

6-4 

J 

Seattle 


24 

31 

.436 

8 

13-16 

11-15 

233 

259 

Won 2 

6-4 

< 

Oakland 


23 

33 

.411 

9.5 

15-13 

8-20 

236 280 

Won 2 

6-4 


RFKStadium I seating chart 


Outfield Upper 


Outfield Lower 


Outfield Loge Box 


BLine Upper 



BLine Lower 



BLine Loge Box 


tr> 

BLine Terrace Box 



Infield Upper 



Infield Lower 



Infield Loge Box 


% 

Infield Terrace Box 



Infield Box 

BLine Box 


Diamond Box 
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Fine Urban Living." 



The Nationals moved to a hip 
new home. So can you. 

New distinctive condominiums in 
Friendship Heights, the U Street Corridor, 
Thomas Circle and Old Town Alexandria. 



OPPORTUNITY 


www.pnhoffman.com 
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American League | HITTING 



RUNS BATTED IN 


HOME RUNS 


STOLEN BASES 


A. Rodriguez, NYY, 49 
M. Tejada, BAL, 47 
D. Ortiz, BOS, 46 
G.Anderson,LAA,44 
R.Sexson,SEA, 44 


A. Rodriguez, NYY, 17 
A. Soriano, TEX, 15 
M. Tejada, BAL, 15 
P. Konerko, CWS, 14 
M.Teixeira,TEX, 14 


Podsednik,CWS, 30 
C.Figgins, LAA, 19 
T. Womack, NYY, 16 
C. Crawford, TB, 15 
I. Suzuki, SEA, 15 


American League | PITCHING 



WINS 


STRIKEOUTS 


SAVES 


J. Garland, CWS, 9 
R.Halladay,T0R,9 

K. Rogers, TEX, 8 
M.Buehrle,CWS,7 
B. Colon, LAA,7 


J. Santana, MIN, 105 
B. Colon, LAA, 65 
R.Halladay,T0R,65 
R. Johnson, NYY, 62 
Bonderman,DET,60 


F. Cordero, TEX, 16 
E. Guardado, SEA, 116 
J. Nathan, MIN, 16 
B. Ryan, BAL, 14 
B.Wickman,CLE,l4 



National League | hitting 


RUNS BATTED IN 


HOMERUNS 


STOLEN BASES 


C. Lee, MIL, 52 

D. Lee,CHC,52 
A. Pujols, STL, 45 
J.Kent, LAD, 44 
P. Burrell, PHI,43 


D.Lee,CHC,l7 

B. Abreu,PHI,l4 
A.Dunn,CIN,l4 

C. Floyd, NYM, 14 
C. Lee, MIL, 14 


R.Furcal,ATL,20 
W.Taveras,H0U,l7 
J. Reyes, NYM, 15 
B.Abreu,PHI,l4 
R.Freel,CIN,l3 


National League | pitching 


WINS 



D. Willis, FLA,9 
C. Carpenter, STL, 8 
A. Eaton, SO, 8 
Hernandez, WAS, 8 
J. Beckett, FLA, 7 


STRIKEOUTS 



P. Martinez, NYM, 92 

B. Myers, PHI, 82 

R. Clemens, HOU, 80 
J.Peavy,SD,78 

C. Carpenter, STL, 75 


SAVES 



Isringhausen, STL, 17 
T. Hoffman, SO, 16 
J. Mesa, PIT, 16 
C. Cordero, WAS, 15 
B. Wagner, PHI, 14 


Nationals 




2005 SCHEDULE 



Home Games Shaded 

76th Annual All Star Game, July 12 at Comerica Park, Detroit 
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Schedule subject to change 



A League 
Of Its Own 

There are exactly three 
words to explain why the National 
League is better than the Amer- 
ican League: no designated hitter. 


Pitchers should bat, and at least 
this week, the Oakland As and 
Seattle Mariners’ hurlers will take 
their turn at the plate against the 
Washington Nationals as inter- 
league play comes to town for the 
first time. 

There are several reasons why 
the designated hitter rule should 
go back to the vault from which it 
came in 1973, when adding offense 
to the American League was a pri- 
ority. (Apparently, steroids were 
hard to come by then.) 

First, the idea that American 
League pitchers don’t bat is absurd. 
That means that if they throw at a 
hitter on purpose there’s no way for 
the opposing team to retaliate. 

Almost equally ridiculous is that 
a player gets to take four at-bats 
but not play the field and still call 
it a full day. True, the DH extended 
the careers of Hall of Famers Dave 
Winfield and Paul Molitor (who 
would not have reached 3,000 hits 
without it), but for every aging star 
enjoying his last moments of glory, 
there is an incomplete player out 
there swinging for the fences and 
missing. 

The DH also takes a lot of the 
strategy out of the game. American 
League managers sit back and play 
for the three -run homer because 
there’s never a fear of taking out 
a strong pitcher to generate more 
offense. Late in games, NL man- 
agers like Frank Robinson must 
debate making the change in the 
sixth or seventh inning of a close 
game even if the pitcher is on top 



WHO NEEDS A DH? Pitcher Tomo 
Ohka is hitting .250this year in D.C. 


of his game. It also invites the ever- 
popular double -switch, when the 
batting order is altered as a result 
of change in the field. 

And because pitchers are not 
very good hitters (Mike Hampton 
excluded), managers have to find 
other ways to generate offense. 
That means more bunts and steals, 
meaning you get to see if players 
know the basic fundamentals of 
the game. 

An added bonus to playing 
small ball, as opposed to waiting 
for the homer, is that games move 
so much faster. Most Nationals 
games are done in three hours, 
while Orioles games can stretch 
up to four hours because the style 
of play is so different. 

So sit back and enjoy baseball 
the way it was meant to be played, 
even if it causes all sorts of prob- 
lems for the As and Mariners. 

MATT SWENSON 




I express 


EDITOR-DAN CACCAVARO I SPORTS EDITOR-MATT SWENSON I ART DIRECTOR-SCOTT MCCARTHY 
SPORTS WRITER-GARY KARTON I INTERN-ERIC KAY I GENERAL MANAGER-ARNIE 
APPLEBAUM I SALES MANAGER-BOB KEENAN I DISTRIBUTION MANAGER - CHARLES 
LOVE I PUBLISHED BY EXPRESS PUBLICATIONS COMPANY, LLC, PO BOX 17370 ARLINGTON, VA 
22216 1 A SUBSIDIARY OF THE WASHINGTON POST COMPANYl PHONE: 703-469-2800 1 FAX: 

703-469-2831 1 ADVERTISING: 202-334-6025 OR E-MAIL: ADS@READEXPRESS.COM. 


Certified Audit 

of Circulations 

audit pending 














16 I HOMESTAND I , 2005 



My name is Bob FioramontL rm a baggage 


handler for Independence Ain You can call me Santa. 


I make sure you get your package on time, in one piece, no matter where it came from. 
So how about some milk and cookies? Just another example of Tender Loving Service^^. 

The Happy Bags!""' Delivery Promise - 

Your bag arrives with you, or the one-way fare is on us!* 


Right now, you can also play the Happy Bags!^** Instant Win Game**. You could win a roundtrip anywhere Independence Air flies. 


flyi.com 

independence air' 


Flying from Washington Dulles 


1-800-FLY-FLYI *With our Happy Bags!^'^ Delivery Promise, if your bag does not arrive at your destination within a reasonable time, eligible paying customers through 1 2.31 .05 receive one-way 
fare credit valid for future travel on Independence Air for one year.**Go to FLYi.com for restrictions and details, or to request a free game piece or a copy of the official rules for the Happy Bags!^^ Game. 
Game ends 6.1 5.05. No purchase necessary. Open to legal U.S. residents 1 8 or older. Odds of winning 1 :1 000. The Happy Bags!^^ Promise and Game are void where prohibited. ©Independence Air, Inc., 2005. 





